
Transition Edinburgh @ Portobello Library on 22nd September 

Tom Black (Pedal) – Farmers Markets 

Tom reported that working with Greener Leith on the Wind Turbine project has been 

particularly useful as regards social networking. 

The Pedal Farmers market was to be organic and locally produced and provide an outlet for 

traders. 

CCF funding funded 5 pilots. CCF initially indicated that they could not run anything that 

could be aimed at making a profit.  Pedal argued that CCF had already funded one market 

with another group and so were allowed to go ahead. 

They looked at all possible sites within Portobello. Brighton Park was selected and although 

it was once a month and the ground was owned by the council, they still had to get planning 

permission. 

There is a clear brand for the market and who therefore should be able to sell at the market. 

They have deviated a little from their first aim of organic and how local is local. Organic is 

preferred but there is a hierarchy. Meat and veg organic, baking goods may not all be 

organic. Nor is rape seed oil, but it is the best one available as far as the environment is 

concerned. There is an application form to be a trader. SCVO public liability and the trader 

has to have insurance. The traders have to be registered with their councils. 

Environmental health was a bit of an issue as the site does not have running water. They 

have antibacterial fluid and a flask of water available for all the traders. 

Publicity Channels were crucial – Tom can provide those to us, they included The List, 

Skinny, and the Portobello Reporter. The market has had an effect on how Pedal is 

perceived in Portobello. They have Portobello bags and T shirts on sale. 

Launch event – great weather and 1000 people turned up. They did make mistakes. The 

stalls were too close together which made it difficult for old people and mothers with push 

chairs. Some of the craft stalls turned out to be tat from China. They had their 5 month run 

paid for by CCF and on evaluation wanted it to continue. They did discuss with Balerno 

buying stalls to share but this meant storage and volunteers getting up really early to set up 

the stalls. They took on Nick Paul to manage the market stalls and traders. Pedal pay for the 

licence and it costs them £100 a month to run. They use a Drupal CRM to send out 

reminders about the market. Pedal is a company limited by guarantee. Planning Permission 

allows local traders to complain. They have had mini tennis, music etc to bring people along. 

Need to maintain a balance between traders and customers. Impact on local business. They 

carried out a survey of the impact of the market on local traders. Subway did the best at the 

first market as there was no food served at the market. People were coming from other 

places so more footfall. 



Market rent to the council was £1 but after the 1st year Lothian tried to put it up. But this 

has been resisted. Pedal income is £15 per stall and approx £100 per market. 

Wind Turbine – the support Greener Leith and Pedal got for this was worth as much as the 

funding. Email worked better than Facebook. 

Pat Abel – Transition Edinburgh South – Community Mapping CCF 

500 people from a wide range of backgrounds were interviewed to explore their 

 Awareness about the need to lower our carbon footprint 

 Barriers people experience to leading more sustainable lifestyles 

 Ideas for future projects and initiatives 

 Interest in getting more involved. 

The types of engagement were through online questionnaires, interviews in the community, 

work with schools, stalls in libraries; workshops and events. 

The main themes were  

 Community 

 Food 

 Waste and recycling 

 Home energy use 

 Transport 

Views were sought on these topics and published in our report 

http://www.transitionedinburghsouth.org.uk/sites/default/files/attachments/TES-com-

map-report-and-questions.pdf 

For future work our short flier gives an idea of what people would like to see.  

http://www.transitionedinburghsouth.org.uk/sites/default/files/attachments/short-

flier6g_0.pdf 

This did mean we added to our tally of volunteers but this was not translated into members.  

Isla Browning 

Working with non-transition groups 

In 2008 I joined the North West Edinburgh Eco Club which had been set up by members of 

Cramond Kirk. Subsequently I joined the Committee as Secretary. We had around 40 people 

on our email list. We arranged talks and activities. Over a three year period we arranged 

talks by people from  

 Energy Saving Trust 

 Renewable energy.  

http://www.transitionedinburghsouth.org.uk/sites/default/files/attachments/TES-com-map-report-and-questions.pdf
http://www.transitionedinburghsouth.org.uk/sites/default/files/attachments/TES-com-map-report-and-questions.pdf
http://www.transitionedinburghsouth.org.uk/sites/default/files/attachments/short-flier6g_0.pdf
http://www.transitionedinburghsouth.org.uk/sites/default/files/attachments/short-flier6g_0.pdf


 Pat Abel came to talk about Transition Edinburgh South 

 Jamie Auld Smith on the Solar Energy Project in South Edinburgh  

 Mike Small on the Fife Diet.  

Generally attendance was poor—perhaps up to 10 people per talk. When we showed the 

film The Age of Stupid, however, we attracted about 15 people.  

 

At one point I was told by a member that we were ‘preaching to the converted’ and perhaps 

this was a reason for poor attendance. On one occasion we organised a talk by Eva 

Schonveld at Blackhall Parish Church. Again the turnout was poor but we agreed that 

sometimes small groups enabled us to have better discussions. 

 

Events included silent auctions with proceeds going to charity, visits to the Waste Aware 

Cabin at Seafield. 

 

We attempted to set up projects: fruit bushes were planted in an area of the large manse 

garden and early this year we obtained agreement through the Friends of Cammo and the 

Council to grow fruit trees in the walled garden at Cammo.  

Another project that one of our members looked into was development of a community 

hydropower scheme on the River Almond using the weir at Dowies Mill. However we 

discovered that the weir required a costly repair which would affect the economics of the 

project.  

 In 2009 I became a volunteer with the Friends of the Earth CREW Project (Communities for 

reducing Excess Waste). This was an excellent project run by two very enthusiastic people. 

Its focus was on reducing waste—recycling wasn’t enough. This meant thinking very 

carefully about everything that we buy. The project started in 2008 and was supposed to 

last for three years. Unfortunately the project lost it’s funding after two years when the 

government was developing its Zero Waste plan and the two full time members of staff lost 

their jobs.  

One of the things we were asked to do was to encourage members of our community to do 

a Home Waste Challenge (poster) and I did this and under the banner of the Eco Club. This 

project meant classifying and weighing all waste produced by the household for a week and 

then doing it again after considering how one could reduce the waste. Unfortunately I 

obtained no interest in this project. In fact I did it myself along with other volunteers and it 

was quite fun, and I reduced my weekly waste by 2kg!  I started making my own yogurt (to 

avoid the cartons) and bought wine in boxes!  

As a result of my involvement with CREW as an Eco Club we set up a ‘Slim your bin 

Workshop’ at the local Community Church Hall in March 2010 to take place following the 

Sunday service.  I put up posters and posted hundreds of leaflets door to door in the area to 

advertise the event. However I suspect that most of the people who came were church 



goers after the service and that my door to door leafleting was largely ineffective.   We had 

stalls for projects run by the Council, eg Kitchen Canny Project. We had the CREW project’s 

Tap Water challenge (result: 11 out of 18 people preferred tap water or filtered tap water or 

couldn’t tell the difference), making paper pots for growing plants, home composting etc 

etc. I thought this event was a reasonable success. 

As a result of my involvement with eth CREW project I met Andrew Guest who told me 

about the Master Composter programme, so I joined up and became a Master Composter 

volunteer with Changeworks. This meant attending community events with a view to 

promoting home composting. A new programme was created in June 2010 and now 

includes 

 The Real Nappy Project 

 The Kitchen Canny Project 

 Recycling Information 

 Stop the Drop Campaign 

 Home Composting 

Have arranged composting in a communal area next to my house which three neighbours 

have begun to use. 

I have also been involved with Abundance Edinburgh which began through an initiative of 

the Transition Edinburgh South food group. In its first year it focused on harvesting fruit 

grown in South Edinburgh, and subsequently expanded to other areas of the city. In 2011 

they got a Waste Action Grant from the City of Edinburgh Council to buy some fruit picking 

and processing equipment, and money from the Climate Challenge Fund to employ a part-

time worker to coordinate the group’s activities during the harvest season. 

I started in autumn 2010 when I collected apples from a large tree in a paddock near my 

home. Apples were used by Abundance Edinburgh for a demonstration of apple juice 

production at the University. Last year we collected apples from 5 gardens in NW Edinburgh. 

Apples and foraged fruit were used to make jams, jellies and chutneys for selling at church 

sales in support of charities and some was given to Valla Moodie, who coordinates the 

group, for distribution to local shop, charities and community groups such as the 

Grassmarket Mission.   

Returning to the North West Edinburgh Eco Club, early this year we emailed members to say 

that we wanted to set a membership fee and we asked for suggestions and views on 

possible projects eg fruit tree growing at Cammo Walled Garden and in an area near the Kirk 

at Cramond. We had no response and so unfortunately the Club was dissolved in August this 

year. We felt we had reached the stage when what was needed was projects but there 

appeared to be little support from the community to become involved.  



Perhaps a transition Group in North West Edinburgh would be a good idea. It is easy to lapse 

into the notion that we were unsuccessful but having reminded myself what we have done 

perhaps we did some good! 

The Friends of the River Almond Walkway has been inaugurated this year and leaflets 

posted door to door in a wide area to promote the group. Approx. 100 members have paid a 

membership fee (some have given donations as well).  

 

Johanna Carrie from Transition Edinburgh Pentlands   Engaging with Community Councils  

TEP asked our local community councils to become ‘supporters.’  I think the results show 

that the initial effort has to come from us – go and talk to your local group, describe and 

explain what you are doing and ask people to become involved. 

The Community Council which had accepted my invitation to talk about Transition, then 

asked me to work with them to have an Energy Fair in 2011.  They not only became 

supporters but gave a donation.  They will put up our posters on their notice boards and we 

have had a stall at their Farmer’s Market.  This has raised our profile locally. 

My local Community Council allows me to announce events at each of their meetings. Our 

posters are displayed on their notice board. The decision to become supporters was 

unanimous ( including our climate change sceptic )   

Two other local Community Councils are supporters through individual officer bearers, so 

they are also on our mailing list.  They too display posters.   They are both interested in the 

threats to the Green Belt, and in using local land for local benefit, so there may be 

opportunities to work together in the future. 

We do have two more Community Councils in our area.  Perhaps the time has come to 

approach them again, as it is one way to be checking what are the issues that are important 

to our local people. 


