
Transition Edinburgh Meeting Thursday 7th July, 7pm, City Chambers 

Apologies: Eva Schoenveld, John Ireson, Joy Stockley, Helena Pettie  

Caro to minute this meeting and to chair next meeting 

Approval of minutes: Some issues, a couple of points incorrect (minor 
dates/venues). APPROVED. 

1. To change approval process for minutes. Send out minutes within two 
weeks of meeting. Minutes to be sent out to people present at meetings  for 
approval in the first instance, then sent around list. Motion passed. 

2. Previous meeting felt to be dominated by detail of reports from different 
groups (a lot of events details). Motion to leave notification of events and 
activities for outside of this meeting, instead to be announced on the 
newsletter. Will avoid detail issues such as last time with minutes. 

It was discussed that this is related to the deeper issue of meeting process 
and what it is that we want to achieve as Transition Edinburgh. Requests for 
collaboration and help with events thought to be fine, but some disagreement 
over the question of event notification in meetings. Need to discuss purpose 
of Transition Edinburgh before this is decided. 

3. Communication  

3.1 Newsletter – Refer to the document about the newsletter produced and 
distributed by the newsletter group. Newsletter produced using Mailchimp. 
Purpose of newsletter is to give basic facts about events and links to relevant 
websites to encourage people to attend events in their area. Transition 
activities to be prioritised over related but non-Transition notices. 

Communication channel for inclusion in newsletter is needed. There will be a 
forum set up. Section of the forum for each group. Subscription to newsletter 
has risen from 75 to 100. The newsletter is forwarded to each group who 
appears in it.  

To appear in the newsletter, one can ‘reply to’ the email address that the 
newsletter is sent from. This will not go to everybody on the list, just to the 
editors. The address is transitionedinburgh@gmail. It was thought that an 
‘editors@’ email address should be set up, to be clear. Hamish/newsletter 
group (Maxine, Marina, Joy and Sarah) to action this. 

Should there be a printed newsletter? It could be distributed in public places 
such as libraries. Decision not made. 

3.2 General Yahoo Group - Relatively active. However, there seems to be a 
technical problem with it, Marina has been unable to register. There is also a 
Google group presumably set up by Adam, but it shouldn’t be there. Hamish 
to fix Yahoo group and write to Adam to ask him to delete Google group. 

It was mentioned that meeting business should be discussed in the public 
forum of the Yahoo group, rather than around the list of people who regularly 



attend meetings. This would be more open and may encourage more people 
to attend meetings. 

3.3 Website – The descriptor is very brief and if you didn’t know about 
Transition, you wouldn’t understand it. Inward-looking? Should be made more 
suitable for ‘beginners’. Links to other initiatives should be highlighted. 
Johanna to write something a bit longer to put on the front page and add a 
‘go to your local group’.  

There should also be links to ‘fledgling’ groups/notification of those. 
Everybody to look at website and think about what they want to see there, 
feedback at next meeting. 

3.4 Google calendar on TE website – Thought to be positive but could be 
more informative. The newsletter includes more events, so the newsletter and 
calendar should be linked. Each initiative could have a Google calendar that 
feeds into the website calendar. Hamish to subscribe to TEU and TES 
calendars on behalf of TE calendar.  

There was some discussion of including non-Transition but related events, but 
no decision was made, and it was thought better to begin the process with 
Transition calendars. 

4. Posters – There is a need for a library of images/logos/templates. Marina 
is creating a database. Could use TEU’s Catalogue of Ideas for this? Ric and 
Jamie to send relevant image files from TEU and TES to Marina. 

The aim of the poster is to encourage people to think about joining Transition 
who haven’t come across it before. For display in libraries and community 
centres, not just next to local groups. It should be generic, and thereby 
adaptable for all initiatives.  

Marina concerned that this project needs more thought, so should be taken 
further at our next meeting. See also 3.1 on hard copy newsletter. 

There is a dropbox folder for the poster. Everybody to put ideas and 
comments in the dropbox. Jamie to invite people to the dropbox. Jamie and 
Marina to consider the possibility of working with an ECA student to design a 
poster. 

5. Today’s meeting - Johanna to get the powerpoint presentation given at 
the beginning of this meeting from James Garry of Edinburgh City Council. 

6. Purpose of Transition Edinburgh – It was discussed that Transition 
Edinburgh should be interacting with similar and related initiatives e.g. Citadel 
group, youth groups. There may be some need to discuss priorities further – 
strengthen Transition groups and support new ones versus work with other 
groups.   

6.1 Opportunity for this: North Edinburgh eco-fair coming up 31st July in 
Granton, Transition Edinburgh should have a stall. Could follow Juniper Green 
event (South Edinburgh) the day before (see point 7 for note on this). 



6.2 There is a divergence in Leith, potentially as a result of the contrast of 
deprived and affluent communities in the area. It is difficult to put across the 
message there. Leith has a distinct identity to Edinburgh and there are 
different issues there, but the communities could benefit from outreach.  

6.3 There should be a greater connection and stronger links between 
Transition Edinburgh and the Council. 

6.4 There should be more planned outreach and engagement with other 
groups 

6.5 Transition Edinburgh as a network for Transition initiatives to share 
knowledge and ideas. 

7. Opportunities for collaboration 

7.1  A Transition Edinburgh stall at public events will be welcome. Claudia to 
co-ordinate.  All to keep her informed of dates and offers of help. Contact 
Cluadiafrench@yahoo.co.uk  

7.2 As part of Take One Action film festival 19th and 20th September there will 
be bike-powered film screenings at the Royal Botanical Gardens. Food-
related. Transition groups can have stalls and speak to people in North 
Edinburgh. Contact Ric on greenshoots@takeoneaction.org.uk to be 
involved. 

7.3 World Food Day 16th October Take One Action film festival are 
collaborating with Oxfam and the World Development Movement for a food 
event at the Out of the Blue Drill Hall. Event still in planning stages, but want 
to bridge the ‘gap’ between local grassroots and international campaigning 
action. Contact Ric on greenshoots@takeoneaction.org.uk to be involved. 

8. Next meeting - Jamie to send out Doodle for next meeting. 

   Note: 

as on July 25 Next meeting is now provisionally September 15 , venue TBC 

 


